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However, Sibelius was obliged to postpone his
appearance in London. ' The third symphony
ripened slowly. The master's incorruptible self-
criticism performed its work of selection and
improvement.

During the summer of 1907 the C major sym-
phony was finished. On the 25th September
Sibelius arranged a concert of his own compositions,
after an interval of two and a half years, at which
the new symphony was performed as well as
" Pohjok/s Daughter " and the " Belshazar " suite.
The three works, composed during the same period,
were a brilliant testimony to the exuberant wealth
of Sibelius' art: the wealth of shifting colours and
the splendid orchestration in "Pohjola's Daughter/*
the oriental colouring achieved by simple means in
the " Belshazar " suite, the noble, great joy, the
classical moderation and the bright clearness in
the third symphony.

Some time after the concert Sibelius made one
of the most remarkable acquaintanceships in his
life. Gustav Mahler had started on his victorious
progress through Europe shortly before his brilliant
American period and also visited Helsingfors, where
the audience was able to hear him at a concert on
the ist November, 1907. During the time that
Mahler stayed in Helsingfors this peculiar Austrian
composer came into close contact with our own
master,

" Mahler and I spent much time in each other's
company. Mahler's grave heart-trouble forced him